How Members are appointed to the Policing Board

General

The Board currently has 19 Members – 10 are political Members and 9 are Independent Members including a Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

Schedule 1 of the Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000 provides details of the processes by which both Political and Independent Members are appointed to the Board.  This schedule also outlines the differing processes for making the appointments during “Devolved Government” and during “Suspension of Devolved Government”.

The key similarity of both situations is that, in either case, the Secretary of State is obliged to ensure that, as far as is practicable, the Board as a whole is representative of the Northern Ireland community,

Appointment of Members during “Devolved Government”

During devolved Government the 10 political Members of the Policing Board are drawn from the political parties that sit at that particular time in the Northern Ireland Assembly.  A system known as D’Hondt is used to select what parties and how many of the seats on the Board they get.  The underlying formula of D’Hondt is based on the number of seats a party holds in the Assembly.  The D’Hondt formula is also used to allocate Ministerial appointments in the Northern Ireland Executive.
The 9 Independent Members are appointed by the Secretary of State after consultation with the First Minister and Deputy First Minister; District Councils; and other bodies he deems appropriate.

The Secretary of State openly advertised the Independent positions on the Policing Board and used a selection process which followed the best practice laid down for Public Appointments by the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments.

Appointment of Members during “Suspension of Devolved Government”

When the Northern Ireland Assembly (the devolved Government in Northern Ireland) is suspended the Board must consist of between 14 and 19 Members all of whom are appointed by the Secretary of State again after consultation with District Councils and such other bodies, as he considers appropriate.

More information on the appointment of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and on Members’ terms of appointment, removal, disqualification etc can be found in Schedule 1 of the Police (Northern Ireland) Act 2000.

