


3. THE NORTHERN IRELAND POLICING BOARD

Q19. Have you heard of the Northern Ireland Policing Board (NIPB)?
Six out of seven respondents (86%) had heard of the NIPB – two percentage points up from 
the October 2006 finding (Table 19). Protestant respondents (88%) were more likely than 
Catholic respondents (84%) to have heard of the NIPB.

Table 19: Heard of the NIPB?

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Yes 74 81 78 81 86 83 85 85 84 84 88 86

No 25 19 21 19 14 17 15 15 16 16 12 14

Don’t know/refusal 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Q20. How well or poorly do you think the NIPB does on monitoring how 
the PSNI performs against annual Policing Plan targets?
Almost half of respondents (47%) thought the NIPB did well/very well in monitoring how  
PSNI performs against annual Policing Plan targets, compared to 34% in October 2006 -  
a statistical significant increase (Table 20). Protestant respondents (47%) were slightly more 
likely to think that the NIPB did well in this area than Catholic respondents (46%) and both 
saw a statistically significant increase on the October 2006 findings (Protestant 36% and 
Catholic 32%). More Catholic respondents (8%) rated the NIPB’s performance as poor/very 
poor in April 2007, compared to 5% of Protestant respondents.

Table 20: How the NIPB does on monitoring how the PSNI performs against annual  
Policing Plan targets

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Very well 6 6 6 3 5 4 5 7 6 6 5 6

Well 31 32 32 35 32 33 27 29 28 40 42 41

Neither well nor poor 22 27 25 32 30 32 32 29 30 27 30 29

Poor 7 6 7 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 5 5

Very poor 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 0 1

Don’t know/refusal 32 28 30 22 26 24 29 27 28 18 17 18
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Q21. How well or poorly do you think the NIPB does on questioning  
the Chief Constable on how he carries out his duties?
Almost half of respondents (49%) rated the NIPB’s performance in questioning the Chief 
Constable as well/very well, compared to 41% in October 2006 - a statistically significant 
increase (Table 21). The same proportion of respondents (8%) rated the NIPB’s performance 
as poor/very poor in April 2007 and in October 2006. Both Protestant and Catholic 
respondents (50% and 48% respectively) were more confident that the NIPB did well/very 
well in questioning the Chief Constable on how he carries out his duties, compared  
to October 2006 (both 41%).

Table 21: How the NIPB does on questioning the Chief Constable

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB 

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Very well 9 5 6 4 4 4 9 9 9 9 7 8

Well 31 40 36 33 39 36 32 32 32 39 43 41

Neither well nor poor 20 23 22 29 24 27 25 28 27 28 29 28

Poor 9 6 8 12 8 10 8 6 7 8 5 6

Very poor 2 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 1 2

Don’t know/refusal 29 23 26 20 23 21 25 24 25 12 15 14

Q22. How well or poorly do you think the NIPB does on holding  
the Chief Constable publicly to account?
Almost half of respondents (49%) thought that the NIPB was doing well/very well on holding 
the Chief Constable to account, compared to 40% in October 2006 - a statistically significant 
increase (Table 22). Both Catholic and Protestant respondents (49%) were more likely to think 
that the NIPB did well in this area compared to October 2006 (Catholic 42% and  
Protestant 40%).

Table 22: How the NIPB does on holding the Chief Constable to account

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Very well 9 4 6 7 6 6 8 8 8 9 7 8

Well 30 36 33 30 36 33 34 32 32 40 42 41

Neither well nor poor 22 25 25 31 23 27 24 28 26 29 27 28

Poor 9 9 9 12 11 12 10 6 9 8 9 8

Very poor 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 3 1 2

Don’t know/refusal 27 23 25 19 22 20 23 24 24 12 14 13
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Q23. How well or poorly do you think the NIPB does on consulting  
with the public about policing issues?
Over one third of respondents (35%) thought the NIPB did well/very well in consulting the 
public on policing issues, compared to 25% in October 2006 - a statistically significant 
increase (Table 23). The proportion of respondents who thought performance was poor/very 
poor in April 2007 was 21%, less than the October 2006 finding (24%). A higher proportion of 
Catholic respondents (38%) thought the NIPB did very well/well in consulting with the public 
about policing issues compared to Protestant respondents (31%). Both findings showed 
a statistically significant increase from the October 2006 findings of Catholic 27% and 
Protestant 22%.

Table 23: How the NIPB does on consulting the public on policing issues

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Very well 6 2 4 3 2 2 4 2 3 6 2 4

Well 23 23 22 26 21 23 23 20 22 32 29 31

Neither well nor poor 24 27 26 30 31 31 30 35 32 30 34 33

Poor 17 21 20 18 17 18 21 18 19 16 18 16

Very poor 9 8 8 5 7 6 5 5 5 5 5 5

Don’t know/refusal 22 19 20 17 21 19 15 20 18 11 12 12

Q24. Do you think that the NIPB helps ensure that the PSNI  
do a good job?
Almost three quarters of respondents (73%) thought that the NIPB helps ensure that the 
PSNI do a good job, compared to 63% in October 2006 - a statistically significant increase 
(Table 24). Protestant respondents (75%) were slightly more likely to think that the NIPB 
helps ensure that the PSNI do a good job compared to Catholic respondents (73%).

Table 24: Does the NIPB help to ensure that the PSNI do a good job?

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Yes 62 59 59 63 61 62 62 64 63 73 75 73

No 22 27 25 22 25 24 25 20 23 13 16 15

Don’t know/refusal 16 15 16 15 14 15 13 16 14 14 9 11
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Q25. Do you think that the NIPB is part of the police or independent  
of the police?
Almost three quarters of respondents (73%) correctly thought that the NIPB is independent 
of the police, the same finding as in October 2006 (Table 25). Protestant respondents 
(75%) were more likely to know that the NIPB is independent of the police than Catholic 
respondents (70%).

Table 25: Is the NIPB part of the police or independent of the police?

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Part of the police 27 18 22 29 15 21 26 15 20 23 20 21

Independent  
of the police

63 75 70 67 80 74 68 77 73 70 75 73

Don’t know/refusal 10 6 8 4 5 5 6 8 7 7 4 5

Q26. What do you think is the primary role of the NIPB?
Over four fifths of respondents (81%) correctly thought that the primary role of the NIPB is 
“to oversee policing and hold the Chief Constable and the PSNI publicly to account” (Table 
26), compared to 77% in October 2006 - a statistically significant increase. More Protestant 
respondents (82%) were likely to know the NIPB’s primary role, compared to Catholic 
respondents (78%).

Table 26: What do you think is the primary role of the NIPB?

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB 

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

To actively direct  
police operations

13 10 11 14 7 10 12 10 12 12 10 10

To oversee  
policing and hold  
the Chief Constable 
and the PSNI publicly  
to account

73 81 77 79 82 81 78 78 77 78 82 81

To tell the  
Chief Constable  
what to do

5 4 4 1 4 3 2 3 3 2 2 2

Other 2 2 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1

Don’t know/refusal 7 4 6 6 5 6 6 8 7 7 5 6
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Q27. Do you think the NIPB is made up of …?
Over seven out of ten respondents (72%) correctly thought that the NIPB is made up of  
“a mix of politicians and independently appointed members”, down one percentage point 
from the October 2006 finding (Table 27). Catholic and Protestant respondents (72%) were 
equally likely to know the correct composition of the NIPB.

Table 27: Do you think the NIPB is made up of…?

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB  

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (September) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Politicians 2 2 2 3 2 2 3 2 3 4 3 3

Independently  
appointed members

31 18 22 16 16 16 14 20 17 19 19 19

A mix of politicians  
and independently  
appointed members

59 72 67 74 76 76 77 70 73 72 72 72

Other 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Don’t know/refusal 8 6 8 5 5 5 5 7 7 6 5 6

Q28. Overall, how well do you think the NIPB is working?
Four fifths of respondents (82%) thought the NIPB is working at least adequately, compared 
to 75% in October 2006 - a statistically significant increase (Table 28). Of these, 43% of 
respondents thought the NIPB is working well/very well, compared to 34% in October 2006 - 
a statistically significant increase. One in ten of respondents (10%) thought the NIPB  
is performing poorly/very poorly, compared to 15% in October 2006 - a statistically  
significant decrease. 
 

Table 28: Overall, how well do you think the NIPB is working?

All those who have 
heard of the NIPB 

Rating

Percentage of respondents

2005 (September) 2006 (April) 2006 (October) 2007 (April)

C P All C P All C P All C P All

Very well 7 2 3 6 4 5 6 6 6 7 6 6

Well 23 29 26 29 27 28 29 28 28 39 37 37

Adequately 36 44 42 39 43 41 41 41 41 35 41 39

Poorly 17 13 14 13 12 13 15 11 13 10 9 9

Very poorly 3 3 3 2 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 1

Don’t know/refusal 14 10 12 11 10 11 8 13 11 8 6 7
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NOTES
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NOTES CONTINUED…
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Find out more
To find out more about the work of the Northern Ireland Policing Board 

visit our website at www.nipolicingboard.org.uk

or if you are interested in finding out about the local 
District Policing Partnership in your area visit www.districtpolicing.com
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