
 
 
 

 

        

 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 
 

 
FOI Reference number: 05/2020 
 
Date: 7 July 2022 
 
Request:  
 
 
Please could you disclose under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 records you may hold 
regarding the following contacts with the ISF, specifically: 
 
a) On 1 March 2018, representatives of NI-CO’s Lebanon Study Group presented a small 
“Internal Security Forces Visit Plaque” to the vice-chair of the Northern Ireland Policing Board as 
a “thank you gift for hosting visitors”. This suggests visitors from the ISF were in Belfast on and 
around 1 March 2018. Please disclose any documents relating to their visit. 
 
b) In March 2019, the PSNI provided assistance through NI-CO to Lebanon for a week, under 
approval from the Department for Justice. Please disclose the trip planning documents, itinerary 
and evaluation. 
 
c) On 13 March 2019, the PSNI sent a letter to the Northern Ireland Policing Board’s resources 
committee which provided information on the likely number of forthcoming secondments. Please 
disclose a copy of this letter. 
 
d) On 21 November 2019, the Policing Board received PSNI secondment evaluation reports 
relating to its work in Lebanon. Please disclose copies of these evaluation reports. 
 
Please note, I am particularly interested in documents about any public order assistance 
Northern Ireland has given the ISF, such as in the realm of tear gas, plastic bullets, command 
and control, dogs, water cannons and intelligence gathering. 
 
Answer a) 
 
The Board has identified 5 pieces of correspondence as falling within the scope of this question.  
 
4 pieces of correspondence are enclosed. Where redactions have been made this is because 
the following exemptions are engaged – 
 
Section 27 International Relations 
Section 31 (1) Law Enforcement  
Section 40 (2) Personal Data 
 
Sections 27 and 31 are qualified exemptions and the Board has conducted public interest tests 
to determine whether the public interest in engaging these exemptions to withhold information 
outweighs the arguments towards disclosure.  A copy of these public interest tests are attached 
as Annex A. 
 



 
 
 

 

Section 40 is an absolute exemption and the Board is not required to consider whether there is 
a public interest in disclosure. 
 
A fifth document has been withheld as the exemptions at Section 27 and 31 are engaged. 
 
 
Answer b) 
 
There is no documentation as trip did not take place. 
 
 
Answer c) 
 
This document has been withheld as the exemption at Section 27 is engaged. Section 27 is a 
qualified exemption and the Board has conducted a public interest test to determine whether the 
public interest in engaging the exemption to withhold information outweighs the arguments 
towards disclosure.  Please see a copy of this public interest test which is attached as Annex A. 
 
 
Answer d) 
 
The Board has identified 1 document as falling within the scope of this question. This document 
has been withheld as the exemptions Sections 27 and 31 are engaged. Sections 27 and 31 are 
qualified exemptions and the Board has conducted public interest tests to determine whether 
the public interest in engaging these exemptions to withhold information outweighs the 
arguments towards disclosure.  Please see a copy of these public interest tests which are 
attached as Annex A. 
 
 
If you have queries about this request or the decision please contact the Board quoting the 
reference number above. If you are unhappy with the service you have received and wish to 
make a complaint or request a review you should write to the Board’s Chief Executive at the 
following address: 
 
 
           Northern Ireland Policing Board 
               Waterside Tower 
               31 Clarendon Road 
               Clarendon Dock   
               Belfast BT1 3BG 
    
     Email: foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk 
 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner.  Generally, the Information Commissioner’s Office cannot 
investigate or make a decision on a case unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 
provided by the Board.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk


 
 
 

 

 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
   

 
 Telephone: - 0303 1231114 
 Email: - ni@ico.org.uk 
 
 
Please be advised that Policing Board replies under Freedom of Information may be released 
into the public domain via our website @ www.nipolicingboard.org.uk. 

Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect 
confidentiality. 
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Appendix A 
 

FOI 05/2020 – Section 27 Exemption “International Relations” 
 

“Section 27 – International Relations (1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure 
under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice— (a) relations between the United 
Kingdom and any other State, (b) relations between the United Kingdom and any 
international organisation or international court, (c) the interests of the United Kingdom 
abroad, or (d) the promotion or protection by the United Kingdom of its interests abroad. 
 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
The above exemption is a qualified exemption, and a Public Interest Test must be carried 
out to decide whether the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in disclosure. 
 

 
Arguments in favour of disclosure of the requested information 
 
Section 27(1) (a), (c) and (d) are relevant to this request. The Board accepts that releasing 
information about the PSNI’s international work, including specific detail on the training 
provided to particular countries would be of interest to the public. It is agreed that 
disclosing this information would bring greater transparency and aid the public in being 
able to see the nature of the work PSNI does and how it supports international policing.  
 
Additionally, it would also provide reassurance that the PSNI is sharing best practice with 
other forces around the world. This international sharing of knowledge contributes to 
tackling crime globally which, in turn, is likely to strengthen public perceptions of personal 
safety.  
 
Arguments in favour of engaging the exemption and withholding the requested 
information 
 
Section 27(1) (a), (c) and (d) recognises that the effective conduct of international relations 
is reliant upon an open dialogue between the PSNI and its international clients, partners 
and other stakeholders in maintaining the trust and confidence of those that they choose to 
work with. If the PSNI fail to maintain this trust, the interests of the United Kingdom abroad 
may be adversely affected. Providing detail on the specific training delivered (such as may 
be detailed or inferred by an itinerary) to particular countries and regions could potentially 
damage the bilateral relationship between the UK and international clients. This would 
significantly reduce the PSNI’s ability to promote UK interests abroad and may potentially 
affect the relationships with those clients, as well as any prospective clients that may wish 
to work with the PSNI in the future. 
 
Result 
 
Taking into account all of the deliberations above, it is felt that the public interest in engaging 
the exemption to withhold the information does outweigh the arguments towards disclosure 
at this point in time. 
 
As a result, the requested information should be withheld. 



FOI 05/2020 – Section 31 Exemption ‘Law Enforcement’ 
 
Section 31 – Law Enforcement (1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under 
this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice (a) the detection and prevention of crime. 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
The above exemption is a qualified exemption, and a Public Interest Test must be carried 
out to decide whether the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in disclosure. 
 
 
Arguments in favour of disclosure of the requested information 
 
The Board acknowledges that there is a public interest in increasing transparency around 
the nature of the international training provided by the PSNI and how that helps other 
police forces and organisations. 
 
 
Arguments in favour of engaging the exemption and withholding the requested 
information 
 
The Board must consider the wider impact of disclosing specific details about the PSNI’s 
international training. Disclosing such details carries the potential risk of highlighting areas 
of weakness in the law enforcement capabilities of a particular country which may have a 
negative impact on law enforcement operations, both in the UK and abroad. This in turn 
could increase the risk to the safety of the public and indeed law enforcement personnel in 
those countries within which the PSNI engage. 
 
Disclosure of information that undermines the operational integrity of law enforcement 
capabilities is highly likely to have an adverse impact on public safety and a negative effect 
on law enforcement generally.  
 
Any risk to public safety cannot be said to be in the public interest.  
 
Result 
 
Taking into account all of the deliberations above, it is felt that the public interest in engaging 
the exemption to withhold the information does outweigh the arguments towards disclosure 
at this point in time. 
 
As a result, the requested information should be withheld. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


