
 
 
 

 

        
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 
Please note the text of this request has been reproduced exactly as received. 

              
              
              
               
FOI Reference number: FOI 20/2024 
 
Date: 29 March 2024 
 
Request:  
 
Can you send me a copy of the subject matter available via your website: 
 
PSNI Compulsory Retirement Age (extension retirement policy) 
 
 
 
Answer:   
 
The information that you request relates to information contained within a previous FOI request 
(FOI 35/2018). Please find attached the NI Policing Board’s response to same.  
 
 
If you have queries about this request or the decision, please contact the Board quoting the 
reference number above. If you are unhappy with the service you have received and wish to 
make a complaint or request a review you should contact the Board’s Chief Executive -   
 
Via Email: foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk 
 
 
Or in writing at the following address: 
 
Northern Ireland Policing Board 
James House 
Block D 
2 – 4 Cromac Avenue 
The Gasworks 
Belfast 
BT7 2JA 
 
 
 
You should contact the Board within 40 working days of this response.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner.  Generally, the Information Commissioner’s Office cannot 
investigate or make a decision on a case unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 

http://www.nipolicingboard.org.uk/index/freedom-of-information/publication-scheme.htm
mailto:foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk


 
 
 

 

provided by the Board.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at the following web 
link – 
 
www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 
 
or in writing at:  
 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
   

 
 Telephone: - 0303 1231114 
 Email: - ni@ico.org.uk 
 
 
Please be advised that Policing Board replies under Freedom of Information may be released 
into the public domain via our website @ www.nipolicingboard.org.uk. 

Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect 
confidentiality. 

 

https://newsletter.ico.org.uk/c/11ZwtSQAZVOwtW0cZ0uPgZJZB
mailto:ni@ico.org.uk
http://www.nipolicingboard.org.uk/
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 
 

 
FOI Reference number: 35/2018 
 
Date: 22 February 2019 
 
Request:  
 
You requested that the Board supply the following information; 
 

1. Copies of all reports presented to the NIPB/Committee regarding the PSNI Compulsory 
Retirement Age and Extension of Service Policy from the following periods:  

a. January 2007 – December 2008 
b. June – November 2008 
c. January – June 2005 
d. March 2007 – November 2008  

 
2. A copy of the NI Office Policing Division Circular 7/2007. 

 
3. Copies if all correspondence, e-mails, letters, notes or record of meetings in relation to 

the PSNI Compulsory Retirement Age and Extension of Service Policy for the periods 
March 2007 – November 2008 

 
4. Confirmation that the PSNI provided to the NIPB the number of extensions of service 

approved where inefficiency or disablement were involved during the period November 
2008 – 2009 and June 2016 – 2017.  

 
 
Answer:  
 
Please note that in our response the Board has interpreted your request to relate to information 
pertaining to the policy itself as opposed to the Committee’s ratification of decisions made by 
Board officials under delegated authority relating to individual applications made under the 
policy.  
 

1. Included in response to question 1 are:  
 

I. Paper to the Human Resources Committee – 17 April 2007.  
II. Paper to Human Resources Committee – 13 June 2007.  

III. Paper to Human Resources Committee – 11 September 2008 
 

In addition to the papers outlined above the Human Resources Committee considered a 
paper at a meeting held on 28 January 2005 relating to the Extension of Service Policy. As 
the purpose of this paper was to allow Members to consider advice provided by the Crown 
Solicitors Office provision of the paper is exempt from release under Section 42 (2) (Legal 
Professional Privilege - Advice Privilege) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  Section 

http://www.nipolicingboard.org.uk/index/freedom-of-information/publication-scheme.htm
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42 of the Act is a qualified exemption and as such has been subject to a ‘Public Interest 
Test’ a copy of which is attached at Appendix A. 
 
In all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

 
2. Copy of NIO Policing Division Circular 7/2007  

 
3. Included in response to question 3 are:  

 
I. Action Following the Meeting note – 17 April 2007   
II. Correspondence to NIO Policing Division – 23 April 2007  

III. Correspondence to PSNI Human Resources Department – 23 April 2007  
IV. Hand written file note following meeting on Extensions of Service – 15 May 2007 
V. Correspondence from NIO regarding Compulsory Retirement Age – Extensions of 

Service    
VI. Correspondence to PSNI regarding PSNI Extension of Service Policy – 26 

September 2008  
VII. Relevant extracts from minutes of Human Resources Committee meetings of 17 

April 2007, 13 June 2007 and 11 September 2008.   
 

 
4. At the Human Resources Committee meeting of 11 September 2008 Members 

considered a paper seeking authority to devolve responsibility for extensions of service to 
the Chief Constable.  At that meeting it was agreed that authority be devolved to the 
Chief Constable to approve extensions of service in all cases relating to Superintendent 
ranks and below, except in instances where inefficiency or disablement are involved.  As 
such, in relation to the dates you have specified, the Board had responsibility for the 
approval of extensions of service applications where inefficiency or disablement were a 
factor.  I can confirm however that the Board did not receive any such requests during 
the period Nov 2008 – 2009 and June 2016 -2017.  
 
Please note: All redactions have been carried out under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 as they relate to third party information.  

 
If you have queries about this request or the decision please contact the Board quoting the 
reference number above. If you are unhappy with the service you have received and wish to 
make a complaint or request a review you should write to the Board’s Chief Executive at the 
following address: 
 
 
 
           Northern Ireland Policing Board 
               Waterside Tower 
               31 Clarendon Road 
               Clarendon Dock   
               Belfast BT1 3BG 
    
     Email: foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk 
 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner.  Generally, the Information Commissioner’s Office cannot 

mailto:foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk
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investigate or make a decision on a case unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 
provided by the Board.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:- 
 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
   

 
 Telephone: - 0303 1231114 
 Email: - ni@ico.org.uk 
 
 
Please be advised that Policing Board replies under Freedom of Information may be released 
into the public domain via our website @ www.nipolicingboard.org.uk. 

Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect 
confidentiality. 

 

mailto:ni@ico.org.uk
http://www.nipolicingboard.org.uk/
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