
 

 

 

 

        

 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 
 

 
FOI Reference number: 02/2021 
 

Date: 29 January 2021 
 
 
Request: 

 

I want to submit a request for some information from the organisation, in relation to their 
contract’s register. 
 

The contract register should display all the organisations existing/live contracts I would like the 
register to display the following columns/headings: 
  
1.      Contract Reference 

2.      Contract Title 
3.      Procurement Category 
4.      Supplier Name 
5.      Spend (Total or Annual) 

6.      Contract Duration 
7.      Contract Extensions 
8.      Contract Starting Date 
9.      Expiration Date 

10.   Contract Description [Please provide me with as much detail as possible.] 
11.   Contact Owner (Full contact details if possible.) 
12.   CPV codes/ProClass 
13.   Can you also provide me with contact details of the person responsible for the actual      

        Contract’s register or someone responsible for API? [Name, Job Title, Telephone,  
        Email Address) At the very least provide me with their actual job title. 
   
 

Answer:  

 
Please find attached a copy of the Northern Ireland Policing Board’s Contracts Register in excel 
spreadsheet format.  The names of the suppliers have been redacted under Section 38 of the 

FOI Act (Health and Safety). A copy of the Public Interest Test is attached. 
 
We do not hold all the information that you have requested in the 13 headings that you have 
listed, but have provided as much information as we can in the heading format that we capture 

in our contracts register. In respect of item 13 the person responsible is the Head of Finance 
and IT. 
 
If you have queries about this request or the decision please contact the Board quoting the 

reference number above. If you are unhappy with the service you have received and wish to 
make a complaint or request a review you should write to the Board’s Chief Executive at the 
following address: 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
           Northern Ireland Policing Board 

               Waterside Tower 
               31 Clarendon Road 
               Clarendon Dock   
               Belfast BT1 3BG 

    
     Email: foi@nipolicingboard.org.uk 
 
 

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner.  Generally, the Information Commissioner’s  Office cannot 
investigate or make a decision on a case unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure 
provided by the Board.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:- 

 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 

Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
   

 

 Telephone: - 0303 1231114 
 Email: - ni@ico.org.uk 
 
 

Please be advised that Policing Board replies under Freedom of Information may be released 
into the public domain via our website @ www.nipolicingboard.org.uk. 

Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect 
confidentiality. 
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Public Interest Test - Section 38 Exemption (Health and Safety) 
 
Harm Test 

 

Disclosure of Supplier names who currently have been awarded a contract with the Policing 
Board could put those individuals at risk and impact on their safety.  As the Policing Board 
works in a policing environment, release of the suppliers names would also highlight their 
association with the Policing Board / PSNI and could put their business and employees at risk.  

Terrorism in Northern Ireland still remains a threat.   
 
Public Interest Test 

 

Factors Favouring Release – Section 38 
 
Releasing the information would promote openness and transparency. There is always a strong 
public interest in information that relates to the use of public funds and the procurement of 

services and suppliers.  
 
Factors Favouring Retention – Section 38 
 

Having regard to security considerations there are concerns that release of this information 
would, or would be likely to endanger the physical health and or, the safety of individuals. 
 
Release of this information could be of interest to those looking to commit acts of crime or 

terrorism. 
 
It is never in the public interest to endanger the health and safety of any individual or group of 
individuals. 

 
Decision 

 
Whilst accountability surrounding the use of public funds is always a strong argument in favour 

of releasing information, the balance will always favour retention where there is a risk to the 
safety of individuals.  At this time, there is still a threat and to release the names of companies 
providing a service to the Policing Board could assist criminal elements in targeting these 
individuals. In this case, therefore the decision must favour not releasing the names of the 

companies awarded the contract. The safety of individuals is of paramount importance and the 
Policing Board will not divulge any information which could put lives or property at risk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


